
	 Taking the lead set by the Hawks, we 
too went with our normal road game routine 
before tonight’s encounter, i.e. waking up in 
the storage room of our local bar covered in 
taco wrappers and tears.  Let’s hope it works 
out.
	 Things look pretty good right now, 
don’t they?  Ah, but you’ll point out that the 
Hawks have laid some clunkers at home this 
postseason, and they could easily let the 
Sharks right back into this.  But how big were 
these so-called “clunkers”?
	 Game 1 against the Preds, you 
say?  Well, the Hawks dominated the first two 
periods, and a fluke goal and one turnover 
undid that.  Not horrible.  Game 5 in the first 
round?  Again, Hawks carried the play for 40 
minutes, froze up for the last 19;30, and then 
exhibited balls the size and mass of Kiliman-
jaro to win it.  Worse, but not awful.  Games 
1 and 5 against Vancouver?  Luongo stood on 
his head in the 1st period in both, and Niemi 
let in unacceptable goals as well.  The Hawks 
carried the play.  Sure, there were patches that 
were puke-inducing, but these efforts weren’t 
as bad as everyone would have you believe.  
By that rationale, Evgeni Nabokov will have to 
stand on his dick and Niemi will have to fall 
a mighty way from his current lofty perch for 
another home “clunker”.  Could happen, but 
doesn’t look likely.
Pushin’ D-Men Back
	 Let’s focus on how we got here, 
first.  The Hawks two wins in San Jose looked 
a lot like their three wins in Vancouver.  Niemi 
weathers an early firing squad, the Hawks 
slowly take over the game, snuff the opponent 
out in the 3rd.  
	 A lot of plaudits have gone to Niemi, 
and rightly so.  But he’s had a lot of help.  The 
Sharks are not getting many rebound oppor-
tunities, but Niemi is leaving his share of them 
around.  The Hawks d-men have collapsed 
around their crease and have cleared every-
thing.  The Antti-dote has only memorably 
stopped Setoguchi and Clowe on rebounds, 
and Clowe’s was almost from the goal-line ex-
tended.  Whether it’s a case of the Sharks not 
willing to fight through to get into the crease 
or the Hawks not letting them, it’s been a huge 
key.  This must continue, as chances are Niemi 
is going to leave some pucks loitering in the 
crease, looking for a home.
	 The biggest shock in this series, 
however, is how easily the Sharks have let 
the Hawks get out of their zone.  They aren’t 
furiously chasing down Hawks d-men behind 
the net to cause turnovers, but they aren’t 
trapping either.  Their forecheck almost seems 

like a suggestion.  They’re allowing the Hawks 
to gain speed out of their zone, but speed into 
open spaces in the neutral zone.  These are 
the two things most opponents fear most from 
the Hawks.  We know coach Todd McLellan 
isn’t going to trap, so he needs to express to 
his troops that they’d better be driving into 
the forecheck as if someone just put cayenne 
pepper on their scrotum.  Giving the Hawks’ 
blueliners a chance to look up, take a step or 
two, and either pick the right pass or charge 
up themselves is a deathwish, and Charles 
Bronson keeps showing up to tuck the Sharks 
in (no dice! Wait, what?).  
The Hawks Run On Duncan
	 While it is hilarious to watch consecu-
tive top centers completely go apeshit at the 
diminutive Dave Bolland, let’s be real;  the rea-
son the Sedins and now the HTML line (Heat-
ley, Thornton, and Marleau for those of you 
that don’t speak Lame-Sharks-Fan-Nickname) 
are coming up with complete monkey-scratch 
is that Duncan Keith and Brent Seabrook are 
rubbin’ they ass in da moonshine.  Keith 
especially has returned to Norris form, using 
his speed to hassle puck carriers, be first to 
loose pucks by a wide margin -- allowing him 
to transition the play quickly to the other end, 
and his positioning has been perfection.  Sure, 
Bolland deals with Thornton, and is constantly 

in his face, but Seabrook and Keith deal with 
the wingers and everything else.  They’ve been 
flawless, especially around Niemi’s net where 
all those wounded rebounds are.  
McLellan...Goes...Q!
	 What will the Sharks do to counter?  
Word around the campfire is that McLellan 
is going to shuffle his Top-6.  We could see 
Torrey Mitchell with Thornton and Heatley.  
Or Ryane Clowe and his superflous “E” to 
provide more muscle in the crease where the 
Sharks are failing.  Marleau could skip down 
to the 3rd line.  Or 2nd.  Or maybe they’ll fly 
in Jeremy Roenick again, who knows?  Quite 
frankly, it shouldn’t matter.  Hjalmarsson and 
Campbell are playing at such a level that see-
ing Thornton against them shouldn’t scare 
them too much.  Any of the Hawks Top-9 is at 
least adequate in his own zone, and even more 
capable of pinning the opponent in theirs.  
There’s the rub.  No matter what combination 
the Sharks arrange their forwards in, every teal 
d-man not named Dan Boyle is getting turned 
around like the girl in The Excorcist.  Vlasic, 
Murray, and Blake have all made errors that 
led to goals.  They can’t transition the play 
like all the Hawks d-men have been.  Until that 
changes, and the Sharks make the Hawks even 
blink on the forecheck, they’ll continue to look 
beaten.  -Dr. Teeth
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	 Boy, you should see some of the emails I’ve gotten the past 
couple of weeks.  As you might have seen, for the second year in a row I 
was chosen by Yahoo!’s Greg Wyshynski (also known as “Puck Daddy”) to 
write the eulogy for the Detroit Red Wings.  The joke is that it’s funny if a 
blogger from a a fanbase that hates the fallen the most writes their eulogy.  
I got some nasty emails last year, but this one took the cake.  Perhaps the 
pain of not lasting as long as an organization they’ve always considered 
their annoying little brother hurts more than we thought?
	 Anyway, I think the nicest, and most intelligent 
one I got started, “Hey dumbass...”  It shocks me that a 
fanbase can be so humorless.  There were some Wings fans 
who got it and thought it was funny.  I wish they’d teach 
classes or something.  More than the emails, the comments 
section on Yahoo! are downright hilarious.
	 I asked my colleague in St. Louis Sean Gallagh-
er, who is the Editor of “St. Louis Gametime”, if he got the 
same grief when he wrote our eulogy last year.  He said he 
received exactly one email.  So there you go Hawks fans, 
yet another category we’re better than Scum.  As if we 
needed more.
	 Look, sports fandom is a distraction, and when 
you break it down to its elemental level it is kind of stupid.  
There’s no reason to not have a sense of humor about it.  We devote count-
less hours of our lives following and basing our moods on something we 
have no control over.  We dig furiously to find quotes from 20-something 
Canadians who might barely be literate.  It’s silly, but we do it because it’s 
fun.  And it’s probably better than our lives.
	 But that’s not all I and my comrades at Second City Hockey have 
been receiving barbs from.  You may have caught an actual newspaper in 
Vancouver, The Province -- or at least their online wing -- calling us out 

on a few occasions.  They were appalled at our language and our ap-

parent ignorance.  As you know, I’ve struggled with my and our place in 
the sports journalism world, figuring we’re just the court jesters.  I don’t 
know what real journalists think we’re supposed to do.  Was The Province 
editor just jealous that he couldn’t liberally use the term “fuckwad” (and 
wouldn’t you be?)?  Did we offend his sensibilities?  Did he catch his kids 
reading it?  I’ll never know, but the imagined possibilites make me giggle.  
	 I know sports writers for newspapers have it rought these days, 
but it seems to me a lot of them have always complained about something.  

First it was sportsradio.  Now it’s the blogs.  Something 
tells me that some writers are upset they no longer have 
the last word.  It used to be they’d write their story or 
column the day after and that was that.  The only disucs-
sion left was at the bar, where they wouldn’t have to hear 
about it.  But then sportsradio came around, and there 
were people there to call them on their bullshit.  Suddenly, 
writers had to defend themselves a lot more vociferously 
from myriad sources.  And the blogs did so again.  But 
there’s no easy target when it comes from the blogs.  We 
don’t have a phone number, just an email address where 
they can send off their complaints, and we don’t even have 
to publish them.  For me, it should make for better sports 
writing, but I’ve seen scant evidence of it.

	 So who calls out our bullshit?  Well,  I think we have the most 
direct line with our readers.  They post their comments right on the site.  
But I don’t think we, at least those of us here and at Second City, have to 
hold ourselves to that standard.  I’ve never called myself a journalist, and 
never will.  We’re entertainment, not news, and that makes for a different 
set of goalposts.  So basically, I’m indestructable, and you should all bow 
before me.  Especially you, Scum fans.  Though I was impressed you could 
type.  Never would have guessed that (kidding, kidding.  At least about the 
indestructible part).  	

From The Editor

Sam Fels



PUCK DROPTOP 10 LISTS
Dany Heatley - Ghost, San 
Jose: We’ve made no secret of 
our fatigue at reading “Hossa 
is a disappointment” stories in 
the mainstream media.  You 
want a disappointment?  Here 
you go.  Hossa and Heatley 
have the same amount of goals 
and Heatley has 12 points to 

Hossbollah’s 11.  But Marian is a +7, while Speed Racer is 
a -5.  We notice Hossa on almost every shift, backchecking 
as if he were on meth, causing turnovers in the offensive 
zone leading to chances, and holding onto the puck for 
stretches at a time.  His goal total might not reflect it, 
but 11 points in 14 games isn’t terrible.  Same could be 
said of Heatley, but you can’t find him to tell him that.  
Rumors out of San Jose are that Heatley is still hurt,  and 
he did miss a game in the Colorado series.  He does look 
to be skating slower, and the Sharks don’t pay him to be 
a checker.  But he and his line are getting pinned in their 
zone far too often, and Heater isn’t making up for it in the 
other end.  He’s not helped by Joe Thornton getting swal-
lowed up by Bolland, or Niemi denying whatever chances 
he is getting.  But Heatley is going to have to make some 
kind of impression.  

Top 10 Things Overheard In San Jose During Games 1 
and 2

10. “Oh right, Murray and Blake are really slow.”
9. “Wow, Sopel really is that ugly.  I thought I knew how ugly, but 
good God, that’s...wow.”
8. “Is Thornton playing tonight?”
7. “This is the loudest arena is hockey.  If you don’t believe it, just ask 
us!”
6. “Why do we make ‘Let’s Go Sharks!’ four syllables?”
5. “It’s nice booing Campbell and all, but he’s kind of kicking our 
ass.”
4. “Is Thornton playing tonight?” (Game 2)
3. “I’ll have another Zima.”
2. “McClellan is going to try and get our top line away from Keith and 
Seabrook at some point, right?”
1. “We’re fucked.”

STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS
Western Conference

#1 San Jose 

#8 Colorado 

#2 HAWKS 

#7 Nashville  

#3 Vancouver 

#6 L.A. 

#4 Phoenix

#5 Scum

#1 San Jose

#3 Vancouver

#2 HAWKS

#5 Scum

#1 Washington 
#8 Montreal 

#2 New Jersey 

#7 Philadelphia 

#3 Buffalo 

#6 Boston 

#4 Pittsburgh
teams re-seed after first round, with 

highest remaining seed playing lowest 
remaining.  

#8 Montreal

#7 Philadelphia

#4 Pittsburgh	

#6 Boston

EASTERN Conference

#5 Ottawa

#1 San Jose#8 Montreal

#7 Philadelphia #2 HAWKS

CHI leads 2-0PHI leads 2-1



Chicago Blackhawks 2-0

#  Pos  Player  Ht WT AGE GP G A P  +/-  PIM  PP  SH  GW  S  S% Salary/Cap Hit

19 C Captain Marvel "C" 6' 2" 210 21 14 7 16 23 5 2 5 0 3 39 17.9 850K/2.7M

88 R Crazy Eighty-Eight 5' 10" 178 21 14 7 11 18 3 4 1 1 0 40 17.5 875K/3.7M

10 L The Sharp-Shooter "A" 6' 1" 199 28 14 6 9 15 4 12 2 1 1 49 12.2 4M/3.9M

81 R Hossbollah 6' 1" 210 31 14 2 9 11 7 19 0 0 1 44 4.5 7.9M/5.2M

2 D The Flash  "A" 6' 1" 196 26 14 1 8 9 1 8 0 0 0 39 2.6 1.9M/1.4M

7 D Brent Seabrook   6' 3" 218 24 14 2 6 8 6 8 0 0 0 19 10.5 3.5M/3.5M

33 R Dustin Byfuglien   6' 4" 257 24 14 6 2 8 -2 14 2 0 2 29 20.7 3.0M/3.0M

32 L VerStud 5' 10" 182 23 14 3 4 7 -2 8 0 0 2 37 8.1 3.0M/3.0M

36 C Fabulous Weapon 6' 0" 181 23 14 3 4 7 0 20 1 1 1 19 15.8 3.3M/3.3M

4 D Hammer 6' 3" 205 22 14 1 3 4 5 6 0 0 0 12 8.3 643K/666K

82 C Tomas Kopecky   6' 3" 203 28 11 3 1 4 2 4 1 0 0 17 17.6 1.2M/1.2M

5 D Brent Sopel   6' 1" 201 33 14 0 3 3 5 4 0 0 0 12 0 2.5M/2.3M

16 L Mountain 6' 2" 200 24 14 2 1 3 -1 10 0 0 0 19 10.5 1.6M/1.5M

22 R Lowen-Brouw 6' 2" 214 24 11 2 1 3 -2 6 0 0 0 15 13.3 1.0M/1.0M

51 D 51 Phantom 6' 0" 189 30 11 0 2 2 6 0 0 0 0 12 0 7.1M/7.1M

11 C The Telestrator 5' 11" 190 36 14 1 0 1 -3 2 0 0 0 19 5.3 2.7M/2.7M

29 L Bryan Bickell 6' 4" 223 24 4 0 1 1 3 2 0 0 0 3 0 500K/54K

6 D Jordan Hendry 6' 0" 197 26 10 0 0 0 -4 0 0 0 0 5 0 525k/525k

37 R Adam Burish 6' 0" 189 27 10 0 0 0 -2 0 0 0 0 11 0 725K/713K

46 C Colin Fraser   6' 1" 190 25 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 700K/700K

55 L Ben Eager   6' 2" 230 26 10 0 0 0 -1 8 0 0 0 6 0 965K/965K

#  Goalie  HT WT AGE GPI GS  Min  GAA  W  L  OT  SO  SA  GA  Sv%  G  A  PIM Salary/Cap Hit

31 Antti-goal   6' 2" 210 26 14  14  821  2.41  10  4  0  2  403  33  .918  0  0  2 827K/827K

39 Cristobal Huet 6’ 1” 205 34 1  0  20  0.00  0  0  0  0  3  0  1.000  0  0  0 5.7M/5.7M

Totals/Averages 6'1" 207 29 2.57 10 4 0 2 29.2/g 33 .918 0 0 2

TOTAL CAP NUMBER: $56,274,928

CAP SPACE: $540,590*

*space also affected by buyouts and injured players

Injury List
Kim Johnsson- Out (Dead)

Probable Lines
Left Wing Center Right Wing

33 Byfuglien 19 Toews 88 Kane
22 Brouwer 10 Sharp 81 Hossa

16 Ladd 36 Bolland 32 Versteeg
55 Eager 11 Madden 37 Burish

Probable Pairings
2  Keith 7 Seabrook

51  Campbell 4 Hjalmarsson
6 Hendry  5 Sopel

Any minute now... Hossa’s career shooting-percentage is 12.5%.  But we’ve seen multiple opportunities where we 
thought the top corner was about to me molested, and it hasn’t happened.  Shoulder hurting again?  Something else?  
Not that he hasn’t been effective, but we’d like to see more fluctuating twine (Oooh!  Word-smithy!).

Bolland’s numbers tell a weird story.  He’s a minus in Behind The Net, his Quality of Competition is 
not that high, and he’s getting horsed at faceoffs.  But the lines he’s playing against aren’t scoring, so 
that’s all that matters.  Maybe that affects his Quality of Competition.  Or maybe we’re stupid (maybe?).  
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Totals/Averages 6’ 1” 203.4 26.4 3.29g +6 10.5/g 12 3 31.9/g 10.2%



#  Pos  Player  HT WT AGE GP G A P  +/-  PIM  PP  SH  GW  S  S% Salary/Cap Hit

8 C Joe Pavelski   5' 11" 195 25 13 9 6 15 7 6 5 0 3 59 15.3 1.7M/1.6M

19 C Joe Thornton "A"  6' 4" 235 30 13 3 9 12 -10 18 1 0 1 30 10 7.2M/7.2M

15 L Dany Heatley   6' 4" 221 28 12 2 10 12 -5 12 1 0 0 38 5.3 8.0M/7.5M

22 D Dan Boyle "A"  5' 11" 190 33 13 2 10 12 1 6 1 0 0 45 4.4 6.6M/6.6M

12 C Patrick Marleau   6' 2" 220 30 12 5 5 10 -3 8 2 0 2 46 10.9 6.3M/6.3M

29 L Ryane Clowe   6' 2" 225 27 13 2 8 10 5 24 0 0 0 39 5.1 3.5M/3.6M

16 R Devin Setoguchi   6' 0" 200 22 13 5 3 8 3 4 1 0 1 51 9.8 765K/1.2M

3 D Douglas Murray   6' 3" 240 29 13 1 5 6 1 8 0 0 0 10 10 2.5M/2.5M

60 D Jason Demers   6' 1" 185 21 13 1 4 5 -1 8 1 0 0 10 10 535K/545K

39 C Logan Couture 6' 1" 195 21 13 3 0 3 2 2 0 0 1 14 21.4 875K/327K

4 D  Rob Blake  "C"  **   6' 4"  225 39 13 1 1 2 -1 10 0 0 0 33 3 3.5M/3.5M

21 C Scott Nichol   5' 9" 178 34 13 1 1 2 0 17 0 0 0 20 5 750K/750K

17 C Torrey Mitchell 5' 11" 190 24 13 0 2 2 -4 2 0 0 0 19 0 1.0M/1.3M

44 D Marc-Edouard Vlasic   6' 1" 200 22 13 0 2 2 -1 4 0 0 0 14 0 2.4M/3.1M

27 C Manny Malhotra   6' 2" 217 29 13 1 0 1 -1 0 1 0 0 36 2.8 700K/700K

36 C Dwight Helminen 5' 10" 191 26 7 1 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 5 20 500K/0K

41 R Jed Ortmeyer   6' 0" 188 31 4 0 1 1 -1 0 0 0 0 2 0 550K/550K

7 D Niclas Wallin 6' 3" 220 35 4 0 0 0 -2 2 0 0 0 1 0 1.7M/572K

40 D Kent Huskins   6' 4" 205 30 13 0 0 0 -4 6 0 0 0 2 0 1.7M/1.7M

64 L Jamie McGinn   6' 0" 185 21 13 0 0 0 1 8 0 0 0 9 0 710K/910K

#  Goalie  HT WT AGE GPI GS Min  GAA  W  L  OT  SO  SA  GA  Sv%  G A PIM Salary

20 Evgeni Nabokov 6’ 0” 200 34 13  13  759  2.53  8  5  0  1  343  32  .907  0  0  0 5.3M/6.0M

1 Thomas Greiss 6’ 1” 210 24 1  0  40  3.00  0  0  0  0  28  2  .929  0  0  0 550K/550K

Totals/Averages 6’ 0” 205 29 2.62 8 5 0 1 28.5/g 34 .908 0 0 0

TOTAL CAP NUMBER: $57,135,195

CAP SPACE: $0

*space also affected by buyouts and injured players

Injury List

Probable Lines
Left Wing Center Right Wing

15 Heatley 19 Thornton 12 Marleau
29 Clowe 8 Pavelski 16 Setoguchi

17 Mitchell 27 Malhotra 39 Couture
64 McGinn 21 Nichol

Probable Pairings
22 Boyle 3 Murray
4 Blake 44 Vlasic

40 Huskins 7 Wallin
60 Demers

Clow
e had 6 shots in G

am
e 1, but only 1 in G

am
e 

2.  H
e’ll need to do m

ore.

While much attention has been paid to their top line, the Sharks aren’t scoring team wide.  They haven’t 
managed more than two goals in four games now, and needed the Wings to gift them two goals to get to 
four in the game before that.  

Here’s a dirty little secret; this series may be past Rob Blake.  Yeah, leader and all that 
shit.  But he’s -2, his Corsi is abhorrent, and he simply can’t keep up with the Hawks 
forwards.  

teal Time 0-2

Totals/Averages 6’ 1” 205.2 27.8 2.85/g +3 11.5/g 13 0 37.2/g 7.6%
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Let’s Play A Game...
At each end of this four-way intersection sit The Easter Bunny, Santa Claus, Joe Thornton as a play-
off dynamo, and Jonathan Toews.  In the middle of the intersection sits a $100 bill.   Which will get to 
the $100 first? 

Santa Claus

Easter Bunny

Playoff Dynamo Joe Thornton

Jonathan Toews

Answer:  Jonathan Toews, because the other three don’t exist.
(sadly, that $100 puts the Hawks over the cap next year)



Team Opp PPG SHGA PP%
Los Angeles 26 10 0 38.5%

Ottawa 22 7 1 27.3%
Pittsburgh 57 15 1 24.6%

Boston 45 11 0 24.4%
Philadelphia 73 17 1 21.9%

San Jose 63 13 0 20.6%
HAWKS 55 12 1 20.0%
Detroit 57 12 1 19.3%
Phoenix 33 6 0 18.2%

Vancouver 50 11 2 18.0%
Montreal 65 12 2 15.4%
Colorado 15 2 0 13.3%

New Jersey 32 4 0 12.5%
Washington 33 1 0 3.0%
Nashville 27 1 1 0.0%
Buffalo 19 0 0 0.0%

Power Play
adjusted for short-handed goals against

Team TS PPGA SHG PK%
HAWKS 59 8 3 91.5%
Boston 50 5 0 90.0%

Nashville 23 4 1 87.0%
Washington 30 6 2 86.7%
Philadelphia 69 10 0 85.5%

Montreal 75 13 1 84.0%
San Jose 42 7 0 83.3%
Detroit 64 12 0 81.3%

Colorado 26 5 0 80.8%
Phoenix 34 8 1 79.4%

New Jersey 29 8 1 75.9%
Ottawa 28 7 0 75.0%

Los Angeles 24 6 0 75.0%
Pittsburgh 43 12 1 74.4%

Buffalo 22 6 0 72.7%
Vancouver 54 17 0 68.5%

Penalty Kill
adjusted for shorthanded goals for

GAME FIGHT TIME Bloody 
Nose

Black 
Eye

Bruised 
Ego

Just 
Dancing

Analysis

12-22-09 Bickell v.
McClaren

2nd.
3:43 √ √ Bickell basically presents the back of his 

head for McClaren.  That’s not how mating 
works, Bryan.

11-15-09 Eager v.
Murray

2nd.
0:42 √ √ Murray acts like a real tough guy and picks 

a fight because he wears a visor.  Eager still 
able to land most of the shots.  

11-16-08 Burish v.
Murray II

1st.
12:30 √ As it always is, Burr diving in to the deep end 

of the pool when he can barely swim, and 
fight resembles same.  

3-7-08 Wiz v.
Murray

2nd.
11:21 √ √ Wiz bravely, or insanely, takes on Shark 

heavy, and lands a few nice shots, but takes a 
few more.  Bless him, though.

2-2-08 Burish v.
Murray

1st.
0:12 √ √ See above.

The 
Fight 
Card

HAWKS v SHARKS
Fight Stats provided by Hockeyfights.com

What To Expect:  Not much.  Though the Sharks should be desperate, they’re not going to flourish through fists.  Maybe Thornton 
loses it again on Bolland, but Bolland won’t engage him.  Too important here.  



Spotlight

The 
Big Pavelski

	 It seems like eons ago that everyone couldn’t get to their keyboards fast enough to call Joe Pavelski the Sharks “savior” and hand 
him the Conn Smythe after the first round.  Funny thing happened though.  Y’see, when you become your team’s main threat, your op-
ponents will treat you like that.  Here’s something Sharks fans don’t want you to know; Pavelski has only one assist in his last five games.  
His linemates, Devin Setoguchi and Ryane Clowe (why the fuck do you need that “e” in your first name, douche?) are not doing much 
better.  When Pavelski drew the attentions of the Red Wings, it allowed Joe Thornton and his linemates to see secondary checkers.  This is 
what led to Jumbo Joe’s brief playoff appearance from the dead.  But the Hawks have not been concerned with that.  Maybe it has some-
thing to do with their second pairing of Brian Campbell and Niklas Hjalmarsson not being wildly overrated like the Wings’ pair.  They’ve 
drawn Pavelski and his cronies the most, and they’ve snuffed them out.  They don’t have a point.  Zip.  Nada.  Their Corsi Number was 
negative in Game 1, and hovering around even in Game 2.  If the Sharks have any designs on getting back into this, they’ll find a way 
to get Pavelski going again, not Thornton.  It’s clear Jumbo Passenger Joe is not going to bowl over any premier checkers or defenders.  
Bolland has already driven him nuts.  In order to get anything from #19, as well as #15 and #12, the Sharks need to draw the attention of 
teams elsewhere.  And Pavelski still might do that.  What he comes equipped with that Thornton doesn’t is the heart of a killer.  He gets 
dirty, he’ll do anything to win, and plays in every situation.  There’s really no question that he should be given the “C” next season when 
Rob Blake takes his large, slow, overpaid ass off into cottage.  But before that happens, if the Hawks continue to keep The Big Pavelski at 
bay, they’re going to win this series easily . We know the top line of Marleau, Thornton, and Heatley is not coming to save them any time 
soon.  Watch the matchup tonight, it’s likely Q keeps Campbell and Hammer on him, and rotate between Sharp’s line and Toews’s line go-
ing opposite.  If the Hawks get the better of it, it’ll be 3-0 most likely.  



SHARKS-HAWKS: The Last 4

May 18th, 2010: Hawks 4 - Sharks 2
Another frenetic opening sees Niemi once again 
pull various rodents out of his ass.  Ladd beats 

Nabby with his only move, the curl and drag.  Then 
Hawks open up in 2nd behind Buff, Toews, and 

Brouwer in the 3rd.  Teal tears.  

May 16th, 2010: Hawks 2 - Sharks 1
“NIEMI.....says NO!!!!”

  

Jan. 28th, 2010: Hawks 4 - Sharks 3 (OT)
 Hawks usual pecker slapping of the Sharks in the 

tank in the 1st.  Sharks’ fear of embarassment kicks 
in and they storm back, before hiding under the 
covers hoping it will end.  Brower ends it in OT.

Dec. 22nd, 2009: Sharks 3 - Hawks 2
    Nabokov’s turn to peform magic in the net.  

Hawks pummel Sharks but Nabby turns away 45 
shots, and Sharks solve a died-of-boredom Huet 
three times.  Hossa and Kane score for Hawks.

Mike Chen of From The Rink (www.fromtherink.com) and former 
Sharks blogger at Battle of California helps us out with the teal side 
of things.

What has surprised you most about the first two games?
Chen: The first game went pretty much the way I expected.  It 
was extremely tight with little bursts of scoring chances and good 
saves.  For the second game, I was most surprised by Joe Thornton’s 
overall level of play.  All of his passes seemed forced, which is very 
unlike him.  Also, considering how well the Sharks defense handled 
Detroit’s crease pests, I’m kind of surprised that they’re having dif-
ficulty clearing the crease against the Hawks.

Everyone, us included, made a big deal out of what your top 
line, the HTML line, would do in this series.  Assess their perfor-
mance so far.
Chen: I’m guessing Dany Heatley’s still hurt, as he looks like he’s 
got
cement in his skates.  Joe Thornton had an up-and-down Game 1; he
created a lot of scoring chances and played with jump but definitely
had trouble in his own end with the Chicago cycle game.  Patrick
Marleau’s been in on all three Sharks goals and he’s used his speed
while throwing his body around; I can’t necessarily pinpoint one 
thing he’s especially sucked at, but everything could be turned up a 
bit. You have to credit the Hawks and Duncan Keith especially for 
playing very well against that line.

Joe Pavelski has one assist in his last five.  What’s up?
Chen: I’ve always likened Pavelski to Chris Drury back when Chris 
Drury was, you know, good.  He’ll never be a point-per-game guy 
but he’s versatile and reliable with a tendency for clutch moments.  
That being said, there was no way he’d keep up his blistering pace, 
especially with teams starting to key in on him.  I think one thing 
that hasn’t been mentioned is Ryane Clowe’s slump, as that affects 
Pavelski.  Clowe is probably the streakiest player on the Sharks, and 
he’ll be awesome for ten games and then slump for ten games, and 

that affects his linemates.

What Hawk has become Public Enemy #1 in the Bay Area?
Chen: People boo Brian Campbell but that’s idiotic because if the 
Sharks re-signed Campbell, then they would have never gotten Dan 
Boyle, and I think everyone in hockey agrees that Boyle is better 
than Campbell.  Probably Dustin Byfuglien, because crease crashers 
have always haunted the Sharks. Sharks fans are generally pretty 
hard on Evgeni Nabokov, but it always feels warranted after he lets 
in bonehead goals like the Game 2 opener. Does that count?

In your opinion who’s been the best Shark so far?
Chen: Umm...I suppose you have to say Marleau, since he made a 
great flip-pass for the Game 1 goal and scored both Game 2 goals.  
But really, pretty much everyone followed the same pattern: pretty 
good in Game 1, then mediocre with bursts of good in Game 2.

What do the Sharks have to change tonight to get back into it?
Three simple things: 1) Nabokov can’t let in any softies.  2) Contain 
Chicago’s cycle game by playing more physical on the boards.  3) 
Crash Niemi’s crease while shooting more.  Nabby’s play is all up 
to him but the other two are simple things you can do if you’re just 
through awareness and execution.  The way I look at it, Game 1 was 
a pick ‘em, and if you subtracted Nabokov’s two soft goals, Game 
2 would have been tight as well.  San Jose is good enough to win 
two in a row on the road just like Chicago was.  I’d say at this point, 
anything could happen.

KNOW THY ENEMY



NAME TOI/60 QUALCOMP QUALTEAM GFON/60 GAON/60 +-ON/60 GFOFF/60 GAOFF/60 +-OFF/60 RATING

Tomas Kopecky 10.92 -0.247 0.524 2.5 1.5 1 2.54 3.34 -0.79 0.99

Marian Hossa 13.17 -0.297 0.426 4.23 2.6 1.63 2.17 2.3 -0.13 0.66

Jonathan Toews 14.49 0.016 0.512 4.14 2.66 1.48 2.13 2.26 -0.13 0.59

Brian Campbell 16.2 0.076 0.201 3.03 1.01 2.02 3.4 2.86 0.54 0.54

Patrick Kane 14.79 0.118 0.434 3.48 2.32 1.16 2.42 2.42 0 0.51

Brent Seabrook 17.92 -0.22 -0.227 3.11 2.15 0.96 2.53 2.53 0 0.27

Patrick Sharp 12.83 -0.154 0.522 3.34 2.34 1 2.53 2.4 0.13 0.21

N. Hjalmarsson 16.98 0.072 0.198 2.27 1.51 0.76 3.03 2.88 0.14 0.13

Brent Sopel 13.47 0.033 -0.367 3.18 2.55 0.64 2.58 2.32 0.26 -0.15

Duncan Keith 20.43 -0.165 0.001 3.15 2.94 0.21 2.45 1.96 0.49 -0.15

Andrew Ladd 13.11 -0.143 -0.411 2.29 2.62 -0.33 2.93 2.3 0.64 -0.39

Dave Bolland 13.42 -0.058 -0.379 2.24 2.55 -0.32 2.96 2.32 0.64 -0.59

Dustin Byfuglien 12.47 -0.064 0.349 2.75 3.44 -0.69 2.75 2 0.75 -0.94

Ben Eager 6.48 -0.342 -0.777 0 0.93 -0.93 3.09 2.35 0.73 -0.94

Kris Versteeg 12.91 -0.101 -0.308 1.99 2.99 -1 3.04 2.16 0.89 -1.08

Troy Brouwer 9.72 0.002 -0.301 1.68 2.81 -1.12 2.88 2.02 0.87 -1.16

Jordan Hendry 8.78 -0.157 -0.111 1.37 4.1 -2.73 2.5 2.19 0.31 -1.21

John Madden 8.32 -0.052 -0.805 1.03 3.61 -2.58 3.13 2.12 1 -1.35

Adam Burish 5.74 -0.171 -1.071 1.04 3.13 -2.09 3.93 1.75 2.18

Hockey Sabermetrics
CHICAGO

Every game, we provide you with the Behind The Net numbers.   These are at even strength, 5-on-5.  Key: TOI/60- Time on ice, per 60 minutes, that player spends on ice at 
full-strength.  QUALCOMP- A measure of the quality of competition each player faces on the ice.  Calculated by averaging RATING for opponents on the ice against player.  
QUALTEAM- A measure of the quality of teammates each player plays with.  Calculated by averaging RATING for teammates on ice with player.   GFON/60, GAON/60- 
Goals for and against team per 60 min. player is on ice    +/-ON/60- Team’s Plus/minus, per 60 minutes, while player is on ice. +/-OFF/60- Plus/minus of team while player is 
off ice, per 60 minutes.  RATING- +/-ON/60 subtracted by +/-OFF/60.  

Player GFON/60

Jonathan Toews 12.84

Dustin Byfuglien 12.38

Patrick Sharp 12.09

Duncan Keith 11.86

Patrick Kane 11.71

Dave Bolland 8.31

Kris Versteeg 2.42

Tomas Kopecky 2.31

Marian Hossa 1.92

Brent Seabrook 1.83

Brian Campbell 0

Player GA/60

Dave Bolland 1.58

N. Hjalmarsson 2.26

Kris Versteeg 3.28

John Madden 4.45

Brent Sopel 4.49

Duncan Keith 6.39

Brent Seabrook 6.49

Marian Hossa 6.68

Patrick Sharp 7.06

Jonathan Toews 7.19

Power Play Ratings
This is a measure of a team’s goals-for 
per 60 minutes of player being on the 

ice on the power play.

Penalty Kill Ratings
This measures how many goals a team 

gives up per 60 minutes the player is on 
the ice on the PK.

Corsi Rating
Shots attempted for a team vs. how many are at-

tempted against while a given player is on the ice, 
per 60 min.

NAME CORSI

Dustin Byfuglien 28.6

Marian Hossa 25.7

Patrick Sharp 23.9

Brian Campbell 22.7

Jonathan Toews 21.6

Patrick Kane 17.1

Tomas Kopecky 12.7

Duncan Keith -2.4

Brent Sopel -5.1

Adam Burish -5.8

Brent Seabrook -6.5

N. Hjalmarsson -8.5

Troy Brouwer -13.8

Andrew Ladd -16.9

Ben Eager -19.6

Kris Versteeg -21.2

Jordan Hendry -21.4

Dave Bolland -24.3

John Madden -27.4

Penalties Drawn 
vs. Taken

NAME PDRAW/60 PTAKE/60

Patrick Kane 2 0.3

Jonathan Toews 1.5 0

Jordan Hendry 1.4 0

Dave Bolland 1.3 1

Dustin Byfuglien 1 2.4

Adam Burish 1 0

Ben Eager 0.9 2.8

Marian Hossa 0.7 2

Patrick Sharp 0.7 1.7

Duncan Keith 0.6 0.8

Brent Sopel 0.6 0.6

Troy Brouwer 0.6 1.7

Tomas Kopecky 0.5 1

Brent Seabrook 0.5 0.2

Brian Campbell 0.3 0

Andrew Ladd 0.3 1.3

Kris Versteeg 0.3 1

N. Hjalmarsson 0 0.5

John Madden 0 0.5

Face-offs
Player Face-Offs Taken  FO%

Jonathan Toews 264 58.0

John Madden 152 48.0

Patrick Sharp 132 47.0

Dave Bolland 188 39.4

Total Rank:  8th 48.9



Hockey Sabermetrics

Player GAON/60

Scott Nichol 0

Rob Blake 2.11

M.E. Vlasic 4.11

Joe Pavelski 8.85

M. Malhotra 9.49

Patrick Marleau 11.87

Doug Murray 13.19

Torrey Mitchell 13.56

Dan Boyle 14.13

Power Play Ratings
This is a measure of a team’s goals for 
per 60 minutes of player being on the

ice on the power play.

Penalty Kill Ratings
This measures how many goals a 
team gives up per 60 minutes the 

player is on the ice on the PK.

Corsi Rating
This measures how many shots are attempted for a 
team vs. how many are attempted against while a 

given player is on the ice, per 60 min.

NAME CORSI

Manny Malhotra 16.6

Joe Pavelski 14.3

Dan Boyle 13

Logan Couture 10.5

Doug Murray 9.8

Torrey Mitchell 8.4

Devin Setoguchi 8.1

Ryane Clowe 7.9

Jason Demers 6.7

Kent Huskins 4.1

Jamie McGinn -2.6

Scott Nichol -3.6

Niclas Wallin -6.6

Dany Heatley -8.9

M.E. Vlasic -12.1

Jed Ortmeyer -13.2

Rob Blake -15.9

Patrick Marleau -16.2

D. Helminen -17.4

Joe Thornton -20.6

Penalties Drawn 
vs. Taken

NAME PDRAW/60 PTAKE/60

Jamie McGinn 3.7 0.6

Logan Couture 2.8 0

Devin Setoguchi 1.6 0.6

Jason Demers 1.5 1

Scott Nichol 1.2 1.2

Doug Murray 1.1 1.1

Dan Boyle 1 0.7

Joe Pavelski 0.9 0.9

Joe Thornton 0.9 0.6

Torrey Mitchell 0.8 0

Dany Heatley 0.7 0.7

M.E. Vlasic 0.5 0.3

Manny Malhotra 0.4 0

Kent Huskins 0.4 0.8

Ryane Clowe 0.3 0.3

Rob Blake 0.3 1.1

Niclas Wallin 0 1.5

Jed Ortmeyer 0 0

Patrick Marleau 0 0

D. Helminen 0 2.9

Face-offs
Player Face-Offs Taken  FO%

Manny Malhotra 172 62.2

Joe Thornton 217 55.8

Scott Nichol 95 53.7

Joe Pavelski 195 53.3

Total Rank: 4th 53.7

Player GFON/60

Jason Demers 8

Dan Boyle 7

Dany Heatley 6.19

Patrick Marleau 6.07

Joe Pavelski 5.76

Ryane Clowe 5.7

Joe Thornton 5.46

Manny Malhotra 5.09

Devin Setoguchi 4.29

Rob Blake 1.67

NAME TOI/60 QUALCOMP QUALTEAM GFON/60 GAON/60 +-ON/60 GFOFF/60 GAOFF/60 +-OFF/60 RATING

Joe Pavelski 14.79 0.032 0.98 3.43 1.56 1.87 1.57 2.86 -1.28 3.16

Ryane Clowe 15.95 0.014 1.029 3.47 2.03 1.45 1.48 2.67 -1.18 2.63

Devin Setoguchi 14.7 0.062 1.235 2.83 1.88 0.94 1.85 2.7 -0.85 1.8

Logan Couture 9.86 -0.369 -0.305 1.4 0.47 0.94 2.35 2.97 -0.62 1.56

Jamie McGinn 7.55 -0.411 -0.11 1.22 0.61 0.61 2.33 2.8 -0.47 1.08

Manny Malhotra 11.52 -0.321 -0.169 0.4 0 0.4 2.72 3.24 -0.52 0.92

Dan Boyle 18.58 0.317 0.183 2.48 2.24 0.25 1.94 2.59 -0.65 0.9

Doug Murray 17.31 0.321 0.219 2.4 2.13 0.27 2.01 2.63 -0.62 0.89

Scott Nichol 7.79 -0.442 -0.105 1.18 1.18 0 2.35 2.7 -0.35 0.35

M.E. Vlasic 18.02 -0.119 0.164 2.31 2.56 -0.26 2.06 2.38 -0.32 0.06

Rob Blake 17.34 -0.122 0.192 2.4 2.66 -0.27 2.01 2.32 -0.31 0.04

Jason Demers 8.98 -0.398 -0.274 1.54 2.06 -0.51 2.3 2.54 -0.24 -0.27

D. Helminen 6 -0.629 0.157 1.43 1.43 0 2.43 1.99 0.44 -0.44

Torrey Mitchell 11.03 -0.08 -0.205 1.26 2.51 -1.26 2.43 2.43 0 -1.26

Patrick Marleau 15.26 0.285 -0.957 2.62 3.93 -1.31 1.85 1.54 0.31 -1.62

Kent Huskins 11.37 -0.451 -0.097 1.22 2.84 -1.62 2.45 2.32 0.13 -1.75

Jed Ortmeyer 6.22 -0.314 0.061 2.41 4.83 -2.41 3.06 3.45 -0.38 -2.03

Niclas Wallin 10.25 -0.623 -0.375 0 2.93 -2.93 1.11 1.86 -0.74 -2.18

Dany Heatley 15.2 0.119 -0.65 2.96 4.93 -1.97 2.02 1.56 0.47 -2.44

Joe Thornton 14.63 0.403 -0.506 2.21 5.36 -3.16 2.13 1.14 0.99 -4.15

SAN JOSE



	 At approximately 4:55 Tuesday afternoon, one of my co-workers 
hollered over to me, “Hey Lindbloom, come over and look at this!”  A good 
friend of his, Eric, who has a toddler, found himself in quite a quandary.  
Rather than have me try to put it into words, I’ve copied the e-mail;
 
	 “Callum has been wearing red Blackhawk PJ’s on game nights 
since the playoffs began. I think the Hawks are 5-1 when wearing said PJ’s. 
The PJ’s are getting a little snug, so I ordered a new larger pair of White 
Blackhawk PJ’s.”
 Do I:
A)      Squeeze him into the lucky Red PJ’s for hopefully a few more weeks?
B)      Switch now to the new, more comfortable Whites and risk a new 
streak?
C)      What color Callum’s PJ’s are have absolutely no bearing on any NHL 
playoff game.
 
	 Without hesitation we all advised Eric to jam, cram or if need be, 
slam the kid into them, periodically checking to make sure his blood and 
air supply are not hindered, too much.  Twenty years from now the toddler 
we’ll realize the important contribution he made when the Hawks hoisted 
Lord Stanley’s Cup!  There’s a possibility Callum’s PJ’s could end up in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame.
 	 Anybody besides me get the feeling it’s the Hawks who are begin-
ning to smell blood?  I’m certainly not counting my chickens before there 
hatched, yet it seems it might take the 9th Circuit Court declaring the Sharks 
an endangered species to stop the Red War Party from eliminating them.  
That nasty old shark that chased Nemo in the Pixar movie has met his match 
in the diminutive, cuddly and lovable, Dave Bolland.  The #36 car bears a 
striking resemblance to the protagonist in FINDING NEMO.
 	 Bolland of course is the leader of the now infamous, Shitzu Line 
– let me explain.  While many people have seen the classic movie, Animal 
House, I actually live in one.  My loving bride has an affinity for things with 
four legs and fur (Make note to self – do not invite Bennie Eager over).  In 
addition to our 105# Akita and 35# psychotic Wheaton Terriorist, numerous 
puppies and kittens have been fostered for the Humane Society over the last 
couple of years.  Our current residents include three tiny Shitzu’s that bring 
us much joy and an inexhaustible supply of fertilizer.
 	 My son Greg will play with the gremlins, putting a blanket over 
himself and letting the three curmudgeons attack.  Their attack is relentless, 
as they claw, bite, growl and try to pull the cover off their pinned down prey.  
It’s quite humorous to watch and they don’t stop until Nathalie hollers at 
Greg for ruining the blanket.  Indefatigably, they go about their red work – 
which brings me to perhaps the main key in the Hawks playoff success so far 
– the Hawks third line, Ladd, Bolland and the Flying Dutchman.  They bare a 
striking resemblance to the highly energetic fur balls.  They’re not very good 
sharing toys which reminds me of Versteeg when he grabs hold of the puck.
 	 When Coach Q decided to throw The Shitzu’s against the Jumbo 
Joe Jerk Line, most all of us thought they were too small to be effective 
in containing Jaws and the boys.  Like a severe case of poison ivy though, 
Boll’s and his pack have gotten under the blanket of their adversaries.  It 
appeared at times there were two #36 cars out on the ice.  A friend noted that 
as was the case last year, Bolland’s line has been the difference between “the 
thrill of victory or the agony of defeat.”
 	 Speaking of agony, make absolutely no mistake about it – Thorton 
tried to break Bolland’s arm on the vicious, cowardly, slash just prior to the 
face off.  So far in the playoffs our Vienna Choir Boy has now been threat-
ened with castration by Sedin, had his head slammed into the boards by Bur-
rows, and now has reduced the great Joe Thornton into aggravated battery 
charges.  I see a pattern developing.  They once suspended Rocket Richard 
for the entire playoffs for similar misconduct, setting off riots in Montreal.
 	  The #16 car played like a man possessed from the opening whistle 
to the closing bell.  When Joe Jerk, decided to try and fight someone half his 
size at the end of the game, Ladd was in the thick of it.  Make no mistake 
about it – he is the muscle on this line (I’m pretty sure the brains also).  I 

didn’t catch which player it was, but he gave one of the hammerheads a well 
deserved, abrasive facial.  I think I enjoyed that as much as his wicked wris-
ter in the first.  While I’m sure all the Shark fans and announcers could have 
easily have snagged that heat seeking missile, it eluded a partially screened 
Nabokov.  The Shark’s blogs were calling for Nabokov’s head on a platter, 
much like the Canuck fans blaming their great Italian goal tender (Something 
tells me both will still be high picks in the Fantasy Hockey Leagues next 
year).  Ah fans, where would we be without them?
 	 I know the Shark fans are bleeding teal right now.  The fans in the 
Tank are as passionate as any I’ve seen – my heart goes out to you, I feel 
your pain.  Before picking up those stones though, realize with a bounce here 
of deflection there, the Sharks could be at least 1-1 in this series.  When Van-
couver was in town on mother’s day, there was a young man and lady sitting 
about 6 seats over from us in Sec 320, row 8 in Canuck garb.  As the Hawks 
took a shellacking that night, I observed this young couple trying to conceal 
their obvious joy.  What is it about hockey that will take us fan-attics to a city 
2,000 miles away to exhort on our warriors?  Late in the 3rd, while a few of 
us were getting ready to jump, that couple was smiling and singing along to 
a Beatles song.  I envied their happiness, feeling somewhat humiliated by 
the outcome of the game.  You just know that couple had PJ’s, or at the very 
least fancy underwear, with goofy looking Orca’s on them. Unfortunately for 
them, they were singing “Yesterday” a few days later.
 	 Marian Hossa, who is somewhat familiar with that song, has been 
skating under the radar throughout the playoffs.  Could the third time be the 
charm?  I say under the radar because I don’t think his significant contribu-
tions are noticed by the intelligentsia who think he should be an Ovechkin 
or Crosby (Wait a minute, bad comparison, those guys are not playing at the 
moment.)  His play setting up Brouwer’s goal is what makes him perhaps 
one of the top 10 players in the league.  His defense and hockey intelligence 
in the playoffs has played a significant part in our forward advance into 
enemy territory.  If you still think he isn’t contributing enough for what he’s 
being compensated, close your eyes and imagine the Hawks without him. 
I’m pretty sure that movie would be called “Nightmare on Madison Street.”
 	 Once again we got a great effort from Cruiser Bruiser Line.  Eager 
continues to hammer away at the color teal like he wants to destroy it.  What 
I’ve really noticed about #55 is the speed he’s skating with out there.  Burr-
dog, obviously more of a pit bull than Shitzu, even drew a penalty while try-
ing to reestablish order in front of the Shark crease.  When this line can cause 
the other team to go to the box it bodes well for our men in red.  Actually, 
I’m pretty sure Nurse Ratchet is searching for at least two of the players on 
this excitable line. “Time for your Ritalin, boys.”  
 	 I’m not sure what drug Niemi is taking, but he certainly has been 
cool as a cucumber.  It took a twisted wrister off of Marleau’s stick, to finally 
dent the net. I think he had all of a 6”x 6” spot to hit in the upper corner.  
Like that caveman who rams the Zamboni into the half boards, I believe he 
yelled, “Bullseye!”  Ring the bell on that shot.  One great big atta-boy to 
Dale Tallon, for finding the Finnish Phenom in some obscure rink in Fantaa, 
Finland.  That’s what’s known in the sales world as beating the bushes!
 	 I’m pretty sure the intensity level will be ratcheted up another 
notch on Friday.  Callum, hate to do this to you, but it’s time to man up.  Put 
on those PJ’s.  Suck it in big boy!  Eric, if necessary, cut some holes in the 
footsies.
 
Rich lives in Homewood, IL, and sadly for him and his family has season 
tickets next to the editor’s.  Luckily, his children now know how badly life can 
go off the rails.  

From The 3-2-0 by Rich Lindbloom

Time For A Pajama Party



“Every single player on that team is with Dale. I still talk to the guys all the time, 
hockey players know a phony when they see one.”  Martin Havlat 7-15-2009
	 After 33 years with the Chicago Blackhawks; 5 as a player during the 
seventies, 17 as a broadcaster and 11 in the front office, Michael Dale Tallon officially 
exited the organization on Tuesday, ten months after taking the fall for a supposed 
inner-office mailing error.
 	 On July 14, 2009, team president John McDonough stunned most observ-
ers when he announced he was relieving Tallon of his general manager duties and 
“re-assigning” Tallon to a Senior Advisor to hockey operations position, the same role 
Scotty Bowman has fulfilled since coming aboard July 31, 2008.  Tallon had not been 
visible at the United Center or with the team ever since.
 	 You all know the story.  Young Stan, a man 22 ½ years Tallon’s junior, with 
a more hockey-renowned surname and christened after the Stanley Cup would go on 
to replace the highly popular, quick-witted Noranda, Quebec native.
 	 The culprit, if you believe McDonough, was hockey operations’ mishan-
dling of qualifying offer sheets due to several of last summer’s restricted free agents.  
Included in that mishap were Cam Barker, Troy Brouwer and Kris Versteeg.  In the 
midst of a grievance filed on behalf of the players involved by the NHLPA, which 
potentially could have seen those three become un-restricted free agents due to the 
Blackhawks not complying with the guidelines set by the collective bargaining agree-
ment, the Hawks handed out hefty raises in exchange for dropping their grievances.  
Barker and Versteeg in particular got new three-year contracts worth more than three 
million a year each, both well above what the Hawks wanted to pay them.
 	 The squeaky-clean image of the new-era Hawks took its 
first blow as the front office was the laughing-stock of the league for a 
few days.  The Tallon-McDonough relationship was tenuous at best to 
begin with.  A little over a week later, action was taken.
 	 What followed was a press conference in which Mc-
Donough talked in circles for better than a half hour about account-
ability, pointing to the RFA debacle as proverbial straw that broke 
Tallon’s back.  All as he sat next to Dale’s successor, the same Stan 
Bowman whose office, as assistant general manager, was responsible 
for handling player contract paperwork.
 	 In fact, Stan’s exact responsibilities as outlined in the 
2008-09 Blackhawks media guide read:
 	 “Bowman works closely with general manager Dale Tal-
lon, attending to the day-to-day administration of the Blackhawks’ 
hockey operations department. His primary responsibilities include 
all CBA-related matters such as contract negotiations, free agency, salary arbitration, 
player movement and player assignment.”
 	 So, as outlined in their own company directory, it was either Stan’s failure 
to accurately comply with a CBA which was his job to master, or botched system of 
checks and balances relating directly to him that led to Tallon losing his job and Stan 
being promoted to it.  Huh.  Any wonder John and Stan were as sweaty and uncom-
fortable as they appeared at the aforementioned press conference?  That’s a tough sell 
even for the greatest of con-men.
 	 The real story will come out someday.  Pieces of it are everywhere.  Dale 
wasn’t McDonough’s guy.  Stan’s last name made John more comfortable.  Stan’s 
father was in the ear of McDonough to the point Tallon’s words had less and less 
value by the passing hour.  Dale had a hard time adhering to McDonough’s persistent 
prying into hockey operations.  In his first two years on the job, McDonough referred 
to himself as someone who was hockey naïve and “learning.”  Others considered it 
meddling.
 	 With a year left on his existing contract, McDonough though showered the 
scorned Tallon with rose pedals publicly by giving him a two-year extension on his 
existing contract which originally would have run out this summer.  While the presi-
dent insisted Tallon would continued to be a valued member to hockey ops, the gesture 
smelled of shut-up money.  Tallon was rarely seen or heard from again.
 	 Tallon effectively left the organization back in January when he moved 
full-time to his second residence in Vero Beach, about two hours north of where the 
Panthers play in Sunrise, Florida.  He did a lot of golfing, a passion that rivals his 
one for hockey, and attended many Panthers’ games.  Within the last two weeks, 
McDonough and Wirtz, with the team deeply entrenched in a run at the Cup, chose to 
allow Tallon to seek certain available GM opportunities.
 	 New ownership in Florida quickly swooped in on the architect of a Black-
hawks team now six wins in the rear of a championship and made Tallon a GM again.
  	 The Panthers are in a similar situation as the one Tallon found himself in 
four years ago when he used the 3rd pick overall to draft Jonathan Toews.  Florida 
owns the 3rd pick in this summer’s NHL Entry Draft which takes place at the Staples 
Center in LA June 25-26.  With Taylor Hall and Tyler Seguin going 1-2 to Edmonton 
and Boston, Tallon will likely look to build his new team as he did the Hawks, through 
speed and puck-carrying prowess from the blue line and select Cam Fowler, defense-

man of the Windsor Spitfires.  Fowler is touted for his offense, but he also shut down 
his Winsdor teammate Taylor Hall in the World Junior Championships when Fowler 
patrolled the ice for the U.S.  Fowler will draw comparisons to Drew Doughty, and 
he’ll be in the league in two years if not next.
 	 Since the turnover rate for GM’s in Florida is ridiculously high, Tallon may 
need to come away more than that.  He’ll arrive at the draft with nine picks, three of 
which are in the second round (33, 36, 50).  As of now he doesn’t have a selection in 
the third round, but he does have two in the fourth, one being Toronto’s (acquired in 
the Mike Van Ryn for Bryan McCabe deal).  After Toews in ‘06, Tallon came away 
with nothing. Unless you consider names like Makarov, Danis-Pepin, Lagerstrom, 
Shutron, Palmer, Juutilainen, Auger or LeBlanc something.
 	 Also awaiting Tallon’s attention are two veterans entering the final year of 
each’s respective contracts.  Tomas Vokoun and Bryan McCabe will take up $11.45M 
on Florida’s cap next season and neither is likely to be re-signed.  They have Jacob 
Markstrom, a big young Swedish netminder thought to be a star-in-waiting, but he’s 
another year or two from being NHL ready.  If Dale learned anything from studying 
the market, and specifically the Panthers’ inability to move star player’s expiring con-
tracts at the trade deadline, forming a plan for Vokoun and his immediate goaltending 
plans should be of utmost priority.
 	 New ownership in Sunrise will provide Tallon with the resources to 
expand a sparse hockey and scouting staff as it exists today.  In the coming weeks and 
post-draft, Dale will hire an assistant GM, a director of hockey operations and create 
several additional scouting positions.

 	 One hire Tallon can’t make is perhaps the most interesting 
piece to the Chicago puzzle.  Rick Dudley left the Blackhawks last 
off season prior to the Tallon firing.  It raised eyebrows at the time 
and became no coincidence later on when Tallon got the boot for Stan 
Bowman’s error.  Dudley has made several cryptic remarks about 
Hawks’ front office inner-workings since and he and Tallon were 
closely aligned while on the same team in Chicago.  Dudley joined 
the Thrashers shortly after leaving the Hawks and became the team’s 
general manager last month when Don Waddell removed himself from 
the position.  Dudley was also the GM who largely assembled the 2004 
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning.  Dudley was the key in 
the Nikolai Khabibulin negotiations in 2005 and a tireless scout who 
was the ace behind many of Tallon’s moves.
 	 Dale Tallon has taken some deserved shots over time for his 
first two years as the official GM here in town.  He and Bob Pulford 

stripped the roster bare under orders from Bill Wirtz in preparation for the 2004-05 
lockout with the indication they’d have the dollars and ability to operate intelligently 
under the league’s first salary cap system.  Wirtz kept his promise.  The team signed 
the defending Stanley Cup winning goalie away from Tampa Bay, added Adrian 
Aucoin, Jaroslav Spacek and Martin Lapointe to a young in-experienced group.  Had 
Tallon considered how the rule changes and crack-down on obstruction would change 
the game, those might not have been so bad.
 	 But in the end, it turned out okay.  Khabibulin struggled through injuries 
and inconsistency for two seasons.  Aucoin and the entire Hawks’ defense, including 
Keith and Seabrook at the time, were brutal.  And the deficiencies on offense turned up 
Toews in ‘06 and Patrick Kane after the Hawks’ won the draft lottery in ‘07.
 	 In case you believe otherwise, Tallon deserves much praise for those 
moves.  Consider this: He could easily have chosen Phil Kessel over Toews and James 
VanRiemsdyk or Kyle Turris over Kane.  How the course of history would have 
changed if he’d made those moves?  Well, John McDonough may have never taken 
this job.  Maybe the Hawks would have Toronto’s second pick in the upcoming draft?  
Brian Campbell and Marian Hossa would have never considered coming here. Ver-
steeg and Barker would let that grievance play itself out and a Duncan Keith trade for 
prospects at the deadline in lieu of the richest contract in team history certainly would 
have gone down.
 	 It all seems so wrong.  The brain behind a team as it appears destined to 
win its first Cup in 49 years left the organization this week without a trace.  No men-
tion or acknowledgment from the brass other than one misguided dig.  Stan Bowman 
representing the organization in San Jose on Monday insisting he taught Tallon a thing 
or two while underneath him.  Like what?  Forgetting to submit paperwork or help, as 
the supposed team cap-ologist, to steer the team into a salary cap abyss?  Tallon will 
really miss that in Florida.
 	 If the Hawks do win reign supreme this spring and Tallon’s name isn’t 
engraved on that Cup, it will be an injustice of Mc-mammoth proportions.  Although, 
maybe the greatest acknowledgement of all came from the players Tallon assembled 
upon hearing of their former leader’s new gig.  Admiration, friendship and unwaver-
ing respect.  You can’t find their words on the Hawks’ web site, but they do.  Just like 
Marty said.  They know.
 

Block Party

Chris Block

Happy Trails



The Making of The 
Chicago Blackhawks

YEAR DRAFT TRADE FREE AGENT
Kim Johnsson (NYR 11th round 1994) 
and Nick Leddy (MIN 1st round 2009) 
from MIN for Cam Barker (CHI 1st 
round 2004) 
Nick Boynton (BOS 1st round 1999) 
from ANA for future considerations

Marian Hossa (OTT 1st round 1997)
Tomas Kopecky (DET 2nd round 
2000)
John Madden (NJ Undrafted FA 
1997)

2008-2009 Brian Campbell (BUF 6th round 1997
Cristobal Huet (LA 7th round 2001)
Antii Niemi (Undrafted FA)

2007-2008 Patrick Kane (1st round) Ben Eager (PHO 1st round 2002) from 
PHI for Jim Vandermeer (FA PHI 2000)
Andrew Ladd (CAR 1st round 2004) 
from CAR for Tuomo Ruutu (CHI 1st 
round 2001)

Brent Sopel (VAN 6th round 1995)

2006-2007 Jonathan Toews (1st round) Kris Versteeg (BOS 5th round 2004) 
from BOS for Brandon Bochenski (OTT 
7th round 2001)

2005-2006 Niklas Hjalmarsson (4th round) Patrick Sharp (PHI 3rd round 2001) 
from PHI for Matt Ellison (CHI 4th 
round 2002) and CHI 3rd round pick 
2006

Jordan Hendry (Undrafted FA)

2004-2005 Dave Bolland (2nd round)
Bryan Bickell (2nd round)
Troy Brouwer (7th round)

2003-2004 Brent Seabrook (1st round)
Dustin Byfuglien (8th round)

Colin Fraser (PHI 3rd round 2003), 
Jim Vandermeer (PHI FA 2000) and 
2004 2nd round pick from PHI for Alex 
Zhamnov and 2004 4th round pick (WIN 
4th round 1990)

2002-2003 Duncan Keith (2nd round)
Adam Burish (9th round)

COACHES
Head Coach-Joel Quenneville
Assistant Coach-John Torchetti
Assistant Coach-Mike Haviland
Assistant Coach- Marc Bergevin
Goaltending Coach-Stephane Waite

GM HISTORY
Present:  Stan Bowman
2005-2009: Dale Tallon   
Too Fucking Long, Too Many Fucking Times: Bob 
Pulford  
2001-2004: Mike Smith
1999-2000: Bob Murray

info in part provided by hockeyreference.com



The Making of
The San Jose Sharks

YEAR DRAFT TRADE FREE AGENT
2009-2010 Dany Heatley (ATL 1st round 2000) from 

OTT for Jonathan Cheechoo (SJ 2nd round 
1998) and Milan Michalek (SJ 1st round 
2003) 
Niclas Wallin (CAR 4th round 2000) and 
2010 5th round pick from CAR for 2010 2nd 
round pick

Manny Malhotra (NYR 1st 
round 1998)
Scott Nichol (BUF 11th round 
1993)
Jed Ortmeyer (NYR Undrafted 
FA 2003)
Jay Leach- Off waivers (PHX 
5th round 1998)
Dwight Helminen (EDM 8th 
round 2002)

2008-2009 Jason Demers (7th round) Kent Huskins (CHI 6th round 1998) amd 
Travis Moen (CAL 5th round 2000) and from 
ANA for Nick Bonino (SJ 6th round 2007), 
Timo Pielmeier (SJ 3rd round 2007), and con-
ditional pick
Dan Boyle (FLA Undrafted FA 1998) and 
Brad Lukowich (NYI 4th round 1994) from 
TB for Matt Carle (SJ 2nd round 1993), Ty 
Wishart, and 2008 1st and 4th round picks

Rob Blake (LA 4th round 1998)

2007-2008 Logan Couture (1st round) Jody Shelley (CAL Undrafted FA 1998) from 
CLB for 2009 6th round choice

2006-2007 Jamie McGinn (2nd round)
2005-2006 Devin Setoguchi (1st round)

Marc-Edouard Vlasic (2nd 
round)

Joe Thornton (BOS 1st round 1997)  from 
BOS for Marco Sturm (SJ 1st round 1996), 
Brad Stuart (SJ 1st round 1998), and Wayne 
Primeau (fBUF 1st round 1994) 

Brad Staubitz (Undrafted FA)

2004-2005 Thomas Greiss (4th round)
Torrey Mitchell (4th round)

2003-2004 Joe Pavelski (7th round)
2001-2002 Ryan Clowe (6th round)
1999-2000 Douglas Murray (8th round)
1998-1999
1997-1998 Patrick Marleau (1st round)
1994-1995 Evgeni Nabokov (9th round)

GM HISTORY
2004-Present: Doug Wilson
1996-2004:  Dean Lombardi
1994-1996:  Chuck Grillo and Dean Lombardi

COACHES
Head Coach: Todd McLellan
Asst. Coach: Todd Richards
Asst. Coach: Jay Woodcroft
Asst. Coach: Trent Yawney
Goaltending Coach: Corey Schwab

info in part provided by hockeyreference.com



Playing at United Center.....			     32-11-3
Playing on road...........                                                             29-15-4
Playing at ridiculous neutral site for no reason...	        1-0-1
Scoring first..........                                                                    46-10-7
Opponent scores first........                                                      14-16-1
Shoot the puck bimbo scores......           		         4-2-0
Shoot the puck bimbo doesn’t score......		       27-9-3
Shoot the puck bimbo blows editors of Commited Indian..... 0-0-0
Playing on a Monday..............          	               	        6-0-0                                                                                                             
Playing on a Tuesday................           		         8-6-0
Playing on a Wednesday...........          		       10-3-0
Playing on a Thursday..............          		         9-4-0
Playing on a Friday................             		         7-4-3
Playing on a Saturday.............            		       11-5-2
Playing on a Sunday................            		       11-4-2
Are out-muscled by opponent....        		       3-15-0
Outshoot opponent.......                       	                        	   52-21-7
Are outshot by opponent....              	                                8-4-1
Patrick Kane scores............... 	                              24-6-2
Jonathan Toews scores.......... 	                              17-4-3
Patrick Sharp scores............   	                              19-4-3
Dustin Byfuglien scores......... 	                              15-1-2
Dustin Byfuglien turns into Cam Fucking Neely....                13-3-1
Dustin Byfuglien reverts back to useless bag of crap....	    48-23-7
Andrew Ladd scores.............  	                              12-2-2
Marian Hossa scores.........		                               16-7-1
51 Phantom scores.......		                                 6-1-0
51 Phantom does his little turn on the catwalk...                 36-15-3
Duncan Keith scores........		                               11-3-1
Brent Seabrook scores......		                                 5-1-0
VerStud scores....			        17-4-1
Troy Brouwer scores....			        17-3-2
Scoring a Power Play goal.......  	                              36-8-6
Not scoring a Power Play goal...		     26-18-2
Allowing a Power Play goal......	                            24-13-4
Not Allowing a Power Play goal.......	                            38-13-4
Scoring a short-handed goal...........	                                9-3-1
Allowing a short-handed goal.........	                                1-2-1
Taking 30 or more shots......... 	                            47-21-5
Taking less than 30 shots.....   	                              14-5-3
Allowing 30 shots or more......                                	      13-8-1

Allowing 30 shots or less.........  	                            49-18-7
100 Level doesn’t cheer for anthem. 	                              21-5-0
1st of a back-to-back......		                                 7-9-3
2nd of a back-to-back..... 		                               15-1-3
Opponent played night before....	                              10-6-0
Taking more than 5 penalties.....		     18-11-1
Taking 5 or less penalties....			      44-15-7
Taking yet another fucking too-many men penalty....              6-4-1
Keith takes a penalty......... 			        20-9-0
Toews takes a penalty.....			        18-3-0
Kane takes lazy offensive zone penalty....		         6-3-1
Brouwer takes a penalty...			        13-5-2
Seabrook takes a penalty...			        18-2-1
Sopel takes a penalty...			        11-4-1
Versteeg is country stupid.......     		     45-21-7
Versteeg actually dumps a puck in correctly...	      16-1-1
Sharp floats around and doesn’t do much....	        7-5-1
Tomas Kopecky’s helmet falls off...		     59-25-8
At least 1 fight in 300 Level...		       12-5-0
No fights in 300 Level.....  			        18-3-2
Playing Eastern Conference.....		       11-5-2
Playing Western Conference..... 		     51-21-6
Playing Central Division...... 		     19-10-1
Playing Northwest Division....		       19-3-2
Playing Pacific Division 			        12-8-3
Playing Atlantic Division 			          4-2-0
Playing NASCAR Division 			          3-1-2
Playing Northeast Division			          4-2-0
Playing in October.... 			          8-3-1
Playing in November....			          8-3-2
Playing December....			        11-4-0
Playing in January...			        10-4-1
Playing in February...			         4-1-1
Playing in March....			         6-7-2
Playing in April....			         5-0-1
Playoff Record....			        10-4-0
Huet’s glove-hand is sloth-like....	      	        3-8-2
Obliterate teams on faceoffs.......		     36-11-5
Opponent is even close on faceoffs....		     26-15-3
Eddie O tells crew to “stop it right here!”....                        49-20-6
Eddie O tells us D have the forwards and forwards have the D 

during 4-on-4........			      49-20-6
Konroyd thankfully fills-in for Eddie O		         9-3-2
Pat Foley screws up a name......		     50-17-4
Ice Crew wear skirts.......			      28-10-2
Ice Crew wear pants.......			          1-0-0
Ice Crew comes out on the ice at the wrong time....	        2-0-0
Member of Ice Crew hilariously falls on her shapely ass....    0-0-0
Sarah Kustok hilariously falls on her shapely ass....  	        1-0-0
Leading after 2 periods......			        43-2-3
Losing after 2 periods...... 			        8-21-1
Tied after 2 periods.........  			        11-3-4
In overtime.......... 			             7-2
In shootout.......			             9-6
On Heritage Nights....			          6-0-1
On Stu Grimson Heritage Night....		         0-0-0
In 1-goal games.....			        26-9-8
In 2-goal games...... 			          9-8-0
In 3-goal games....... 			        19-6-0
In 4+ goal games...... 			          7-3-0
Scoring more than 3 goals..... 		       36-2-2
Scoring 3 goals or less...... 		        	    26-24-6
PA plays Ministry....... 			          0-0-0
PA plays some Faces finally!.....		         3-2-1
PA fucking plays 3’s and 7’s! Fuck and Yes!....... 	        3-1-1
PA plays TOOL!!!!!!			          2-1-0
PA plays P.J. Harvey........ 			          0-0-0
Fraser fights...... 		   	        4-0-1
Brouwer fights....			          3-0-0
Seabrook fights.....			          3-0-0
Burish fights.........     			          1-1-0
Versteeg throws some fucking haymakers........ 	        1-0-0
Eager fights and risks getting his 36th concussion..........	        6-1-1
On Comcast...... 			      40-15-6
On WGN.......  			        12-6-1
On Vs........				           7-4-1
On NBC....				           3-1-1
Torchetti interviewed before 3rd...		       26-8-0
Haviland interviewed before 3rd...		       18-8-7
New 300 Level bars are filled with drunk trixies...	    32-10-3
Some drunk moron claims Havlat is better than Hossa....      1-0-0
Kustok asks dumb questions in postgame interview.... 	      23-4-2                                               

The Hawks Record When...

Not going to the game?

Get The Committed 
Indian via Email!
Playoff Subscriptions Now Open! $2 per 
issue, $5 per round, $10 for the rest of 

the playoffs

Just go to 
www.secondcity

hockey.com/section/
committed-indian-subscript.  

STILL CRAZY 
AFTER ALL THIS 

YEAR.

All season-subcribers will 
be entered into a drawing 
for a free jersey from Tri-

ple Threat Sports!


